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Newspaper Clips 
August 27, 2015 

Microbiologist Girish Sahni appointed new CSIR chief 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/science/microbiologist-girish-sahni-appointed-new-csir-chief_1653556.html 

New Delhi: Girish Sahni, a microbiologist and former director of CSIR-Institute of Microbial Technology in 

Chandigarh, has been appointed as the new director general of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research. 

He will also act as the secretary of Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR) under science and 

technology ministry. 

He assumed charge of the CSIR and the DSIR on August 24. 

Dr Sahni, who was born on March 2, 1956, has a PhD from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru 

and has specialisation in Protein Engineering, Molecular Biology, and Biotechnology. 

He has contributed to the production technology for India’s first indigenous clot bluster drug, natural 

streptokinase and recombinant streptokinase. 

In 1991, Dr Sahni joined CSIR-IMTECH and became its director in 2005. 

He is a Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore, the National Academy of Sciences, Allahabad, 

and the Association of Microbiologists of India. 

ALMOST THERE - IIT-M develops drug for rare genetic 

disorder 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/ALMOST-THERE-IIT-M-develops-drug-for-rare-genetic-

disorder/articleshow/48690806.cms 

Only 11 Of 19 Children In India Diagnosed With Cystinosis Are Alive Researchers in IIT Madras have developed a life-

saving drug that can keep children suffering from a rare genetic disorder alive. There are only 11 children in the country 

who suffer from the condition called cystinosis. The drug, if made and marketed in the country , will bring relief to the 

parents of these children who at present import them from Europe at a huge price as it is not approved in India.  

 

Children with cystinosis suffer from growth retardation, kidney failure, bone deformities like rickets and blindness. In 

India, only 19 children have so far been diagnosed with the disorder, and nine of them are no more.  

 

Cystinosis Foundation, India has collaborated with IIT-M to make the drug Cysteamine Bitartrate to treat the disorder, 

which is now in the final stages of development. Professor in the Chemistry department S Sankaraman said they are now 

in the process of purifying the compound. "We began developing the drug a year back.It will be ready in another one or 

two months' time," he said. The drug is now being manufactured by Orphan Europe, a firm headquartered in Paris. 

Parents in India import the drug once in every three months from there.  

 

Nephrologist Dr Rajan Ravichandran said the drug removes the amino acid cysteine that accumulates in cells. The 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/science/microbiologist-girish-sahni-appointed-new-csir-chief_1653556.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/ALMOST-THERE-IIT-M-develops-drug-for-rare-genetic-disorder/articleshow/48690806.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/ALMOST-THERE-IIT-M-develops-drug-for-rare-genetic-disorder/articleshow/48690806.cms


Page 2 of 7 

 

patients have to be given the drug once every six hours. Though it is not a cure, it can contain the disorder. However, the 

drug is very expensive. "For a three-month course, it costs about `2 lakh. There is also the customs duty , which is 10% to 

15%," he said.  

 

According to the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945, an individual can import lifesaving drugs in small quantities upon 

obtaining a permit from the Drugs Controller General. "Every time we have to obtain permission. It is a very tedious 

procedure to import these drugs," said Sujatha Sivarasu, mother of two boys who were diagnosed with the disorder.  

 

Dr Ravichandran said pharmaceutical companies do not manufacture or market the drug in India as it has no commercial 

value since there are only 11 known consumers. Further, to get the controller's approval to commercialise the drug in 

India, extensive clinical trials are needed . "But we cannot have a trial as we need large sample size," the Dr 

Ravichandran said."Fortunately , the Madras high court has given a direction asking the controller to approve the drug 

without clinical trials as it is a life-saving drug. Also, the patent for the drug made in Europe has expired as it is more 

than 25 years old," he said.  

 

A pharmaceutical company has volunteered to make and market the drug. "We have to scale it up and formulate it into 

a capsule or tablet. It would be made available at a nominal price," Dr Ravichandran said. 

Smriti Irani to attend IIT Bhubaneswar convocation on 

September 12 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/Smriti-Irani-to-attend-IIT-Bhubaneswar-convocation-on-

September-12/articleshow/48682294.cms 

BHUBANESWAR: Human resource development minister Smriti Irani will attend the fourth convocation of 

IIT Bhubaneswar scheduled on September 12, institute's director R V Rajakumar said on Wednesday. 

Rajakumar said the convocation will be held for the first-time time on its permanent campus located at Argul 

village on the outskirt of Bhubaneswar. The campus is only partially functional since July: While classes are 

currently being held at six different locations, only hostel facilities of the students have started on the 950-acre 

permanent campus. 

Apart from the students' accommodation, the institute has made functional a guest house, a mini shopping 

complex, playground and staff quarters. The institute is eyeing to start classes on the Argul campus within the 

next six months to a year. 

This year, 215 students would receive degrees. They include 109 B.Tech, 44 M.Tech, 12 PhD and 50 MSc, the 

director said. 

IITBBBS had earlier contacted former president APJ Abdul Kalam for the event. But his untimely demise 

shattered its plan. 

IITBBS had started functioning from IIT Kharagpur premises for academic year 2008-2009 and shifted to 

Bhubaneswar in 2009. When construction work started in November 2011, the institute had a December 2013 

deadline to complete first phase work creating facility for 2500 students, 250 faculty members and 275 support 

staff. 
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Master plan of the campus has been designed to accommodate 10,000 students, 1,000 faculty, 1,100 non-

teaching employees besides 1000 out sourced support staff. The Union government had approved construction 

of 2, 21,000 square meters of covered area (63000 square meters for academic complex and 1, 58,000 square 

meters for residential complex) in the first phase for which it has released Rs 450 crore. The institute currently 

has over 900 students and over 100 faculty members. 

Team of experts to inspect land for IIT 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/team-of-experts-to-inspect-land-for-iit/article7585365.ece 

A high-level team of experts and officials will inspect the land identified for establishing the proposed Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) and the buildings where temporary campus of the premier institute can be set up, 

on Thursday. 

This is the first visit by the team after Mysuru was short-listed with two other cities — Raichur and Dharwad — 

for the IIT. 

The team includes R. Subramanya, Additional Secretary (technical education), Ministry of Human Resource 

Development; IIT Bombay Director Devang Khakhar; IIT Gandhinagar Director Sudhir Jain and Ravikanth 

Soni, Chief Engineer, Central Public Works Department (CPWD), Bengaluru. 

Deputy Commissioner C. Shikha, who will be making a presentation to the team and also accompany them, told 

The Hindu that the team will arrive on Wednesday evening. 

“The presentation will be made before the spot inspection,” she said. 

The land proposed for setting up the IIT is near the Tandya industrial area in Adakanahalli and Tandavapura 

which is spread over 108 survey numbers, covering an area of 499 acres and 13 guntas. 

The buildings of the government silk farm, spread over 43 acres and which temporarily housed the College of 

Horticulture, at Tandavapura had been identified for setting up temporary campus for IIT. 

Mysuru MP Pratap Simha said that the land was ideally located since it was closer to the railway and highway 

network and the Mysuru airport at Mandakalli is 6.5 km away. 

The Bengaluru International Airport is around 150 km from the spot. 
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